
Fall General Meeting
Wednesday, October 13, 2010
The fall General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, October

13, 2010, in the University Park Elementary School auditorium.
Social time will begin at 6:30 p.m., and the meeting starts at 7 p.m.
(Please note that typically, the meeting would have been scheduled
on the first Wednesday of October.)

Ashley DeLaup, from Parks and Recreation, will speak about
coyotes and foxes in the neighborhood; Neil Krauss, from DU,
will speak about the Boetcher Center project; and, Charlie Brown,
District 6 Councilman, will speak about medical marijuana
dispensaries and issues related to them. 

We hope that you will take this opportunity to meet your
neighbors and learn more about what’s happening in the
community. 

Submitted by Tom Gonnella
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Sidewalks In
University Park

Many residents of the neighborhood, especially
those new to the area, have asked why there are so
many missing sidewalks in University Park. One
reason is that, years ago, South Denver was a
separately incorporated city. When this area was
annexed to the City of Denver, many anomalies,
such as streets with no walks, were grandfathered
in. Denver regulations regarding sidewalks were
rarely enforced for various reasons, including
scarcity of construction materials caused by the
two World Wars and lack of money during the
Great Depression. After WWII, the focus was on
building streets and highways for automobiles
rather than sidewalks for pedestrians.

In Denver, property owners are responsible not
only for maintaining the public sidewalks on their
property, but for having them constructed. When
the city builds your walk you must pay for it
unless it is part of a major city project or funded by
a grant or bond issue. This is politically unpopular
and has resulted in little or no new sidewalk
installation. When new construction or remodeling
on a lot costs $100,000 or more, it must include
sidewalks. So at this time almost the only activity
concerning walks in residential areas comes from
new construction.

The University Park Sidewalk Committee was
formed in 2003 with a mission to get walks for the
neighborhood. Working with City Councilman
Charlie Brown, the Denver Public Schools, and the
Public Works Department, some sidewalks have
been installed, at no cost to homeowners, on
streets leading to schools and parks. Currently
walks are being built along Buchtel Boulevard as
part of the 2007 bond issue. The sidewalk
committee is also working with Inter-
Neighborhood Cooperation, which represents
homeowner groups all over Denver, to encourage
the city to find alternate ways to fund the
maintenance and installation of safe city sidewalks.

Submitted by Mary Myers

Creating Communities With The Denver Public
Library Western History Genealogy Department

The Creating Communities:
Digitizing Denver’s Historic
Neighborhoods Web site launched
on August 1. Thanks to a grant
from the Institute of Museum and
Library Services, the Denver
Public Library Western History
Genealogy Department, in
partnership with the City of
Denver, Blair-Caldwell African
American Research Library,
History Colorado, Auraria Library,

and the University of Denver
Penrose Library, a number of
historic resources and digitized
archival materials have been
brought together. We encourage
you to explore the Web site and
learn more about the history of
Denver. 

The Web site is available at:
creatingcommunities.denver
library.org. 

Submitted by Jamie Seemiller

Four Point Deer In Observatory Park
One day during the last week in July, a “buck” was seen meandering

around the evergreens in the park. When spooked by cars, he moved
west, crossed Milwaukee, and leaped two fences — as if they weren’t
even there. The fences were around the vacant lot at Milwaukee and
Evans. A call to 311 indicated that a number of people had alerted
them about a deer in our area. Tom Weaver, who’s been at Weaver’s
Texaco for over 20 years, said he’d never seen anything like it! 

Submitted by Pam Adams
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The intriguing house with the
unusual dome at 2340 South Josephine
St. was unanimously approved as a
local Denver landmark last month by
Denver’s City Council. In a nod to the
importance of preservation of the city’s
architectural and historic legacy, the
vote by council ensures that the house
will never be demolished, as well as
opening the door for tax credits given
to owners for the restoration of their
historic structures.

Also known as the Holland House,
the home was designed and built in
1932-33 by Harvard-trained architect
Eugene Groves for Mary Holland, a
leader in child welfare work and in the
creation of DU’s School of Social Work.
The current homeowner, Shirley
Kenneally, has lived in the house since
1967 (the same year Groves died), and
treasures every inch of the one-of-a-
kind structure. It sits on the north side
of the large four-lot property, which
allows light to spill into the south-
facing sunroom. The large lot features
mature landscaping, which helps create
a green, serene setting, increasingly rare
in today’s urban environment. 

The house is constructed entirely of
pre-cast concrete panels, an innovative
method of construction devised and
patented by the Groves. His goal was to
build affordable, space-efficient,
fireproof homes, which were termed
“low-mileage” at the time due to low
maintenance costs and compact, space-
efficient floor plans. Only four homes
designed by Groves remain in Denver,
and the Holland House is the first to be
named a locally designated landmark.

Despite its affordability, at a cost of
$5,500, the home features unique
details and craftsmanship unusual
today. The domed living room is so

acoustically fine-tuned that a whisper
on one end can be heard clearly across
the room, and the curved ceiling of the
sunroom features hand-painted tiles.
Recessed, brass-plated salt and pepper
shakers are built into the kitchen wall,
and a “health sleeping unit”
constructed on a concrete foundation
features built-in bookcases, a reading
lamp, pull-out drawers underneath, and
sliding pocket doors, which can be
closed when the south-facing window
on the other side is open. Steps outside
lead to a roof-top terrace, complete
with concrete benches. 

Recently, there has been a renewal of
interest in Groves and his architecture
(an open house sponsored by Historic
Denver at a Groves residence in
Denver’s Sunnyside neighborhood drew
a house-full of visitors), but even at the
time of its construction the house was
considered unique. It was featured in
Homes of the West magazine near the
time it was built, and in 1977
University Park resident and author
Don Etter included the Holland House
in his book “Denver Going Modern.”
He described Grove’s work as “far from
timid,” designed with “incredible flair,”
and termed the Holland House
“considerably more sophisticated and
restrained than some of his other
designs.” 

The application for designation was
put together by Historic Denver staff
member Alice Gilbertson and intern
Annalise Kehler, and submitted by the
owner, with support from
neighborhood residents who assisted in
the research, wrote letters, and spoke in
support at public hearings. Denver
Landmark Staff member Savannah
Jameson shepherded the application 

Continued on page 4

Historic House Gains Landmark
Designation In Our Neighborhood

Photographs by Alice Gilbertson, Historic Denver, Inc.

The home designed by Eugene Groves features a unique dome and pre-cast concrete
construction. The dome exterior includes brick detailing, as well as sophisticated
acoustics on the interior. The owner and her late husband made use of the superb
sound quality when they had a recording studio in their home.



PARKS NEWS
Tennis courts in Observatory Park

have been resurfaced. Denver
Astronomical Society’s great star-gazing
nights at the Observatory are September
18, October 16, and November 13. Call
303-871-5172 for details. Along Buchtel
Trail the Prairie-in-progress has had
careful weed treatment, seeding, and
mowing. The first phase of the sidewalk
project on the south side of Buchtel
parkway, and repainting of the bike
lane, is nearly done. The mini-castle at
the water company (South
Josephine/Buchtel) is for its offices and
large vehicles. 

UPCC opposed passage of the Parks
Department’s Admission-Based Events
Policy, believing that public park space
should be free and open to all. The
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
(PRAB) received UPCC’s letter, and
those of many neighborhoods (81 are
members of Inter-Neighborhood
Cooperation, which also wrote in
opposition). PRAB voted in favor of the
policy, 10-7, in spite of great
opposition. Implementation has not yet
been announced. It will allow
commercial events to close off portions
of public parks to public citizens unless
they pay to enter.

Submitted by Diana Helper

UNIVERSITY PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS
• Chipotle night: Wednesday,

September 15, 4-9 p.m. (Look for
monthly restaurant night
announcements on the marquis in
front of the school.)

• We are again in the top 20 DPS
schools for overall growth on CSAP
scores. Way to go!

• Ongoing fundraisers include grocery

cards (5 percent back to the school),
Entertainment/eBooks/Chinook
EcoMetro books, Apple Campaign.

• Fun Run and Mom’preneur event on
November 6. Come out to support
the kids as they run and then do
your holiday shopping in the
marketplace! 

Submitted by Tami Patzer

Why Do You Love Living In UPark?
We are implementing a new newsletter

feature, and we’re encouraging everyone
in the neighborhood to participate. Please
e-mail us at comm@upcc.us with a short
article regarding the reasons you enjoy
living in our neighborhood. The following
two articles were submitted this month.

The Homburger Family
My husband, Phil, and I — and our

children — are part of the Homburger
family. Nine of our extended family
members live in the University Park
neighborhood. Phil moved to the
neighborhood when he was five years
old. He grew up on St. Paul Street, in a
California Mission Style house just
north of University Park Elementary
School. I grew up near Rosedale
Elementary, which is located at
Sherman and Iliff — not quite in the
University Park neighborhood, but
close enough to be very familiar with it. 

Phil and I were South High School
sweethearts, and we married straight
out of college. We had an opportunity
to move to Texas on business a year
after our marriage. Young and ready for
adventure, we went for a year — and
ended up staying for 11 years. During
that time, we adopted our three girls,
and when we got back to Colorado, we
adopted our son.

We knew we would come back to
University Park eventually because
living in this neighborhood is like
living in a small town in the middle of
a big city. It has all the charm of an
older, established town — big trees,
parks, and wonderful homes (homey
and comfortable to large and rambling).
Of course, the area is perfect — easy
access to the whole city by bus or car.
Better yet, everything one could need is
practically within walking distance. 

We wanted our girls to experience
just such a neighborhood, and to grow
up surrounded by family and old
friends. We envisioned them running in
and out of the back doors of friends’
houses, and stopping at grandma’s
house for something cold to drink on
hot summer days. Phil and his brothers
had attended University Park
Elementary School, so we knew we
loved the school.

When we returned from Texas, Phil’s
mother, Carol Atkins, put us all up in
her big house. Fortunately, she had
enough extra space to accommodate all
of us because she was an empty nester
by then. 

When we began the search for our
new house, we told our realtor, Ellen
Van Ness Seymour, that our boundaries
were Colorado to University and Evans
to Yale. It took six months for us to
find our dream home, and when we
finally did, we knew that our family
had come full circle back to University
Park where we belonged. 

Submitted by Debbie Homburger

The Smith Family
My name is Paula Smith, and my

husband Keene, and my two daughters
Kelsey and Ali have lived in
Observatory Park for nearly 20 years.
We also have our yellow lab Buddy,
who is 13, and our Yellow-Billed
Amazon Parrot Charlie, who is going
on 40 years old. What do I love most

about living in this community?
We are a rich patchwork of diverse

people and architectures. We attract
free-thinking spirits, who shun cookie-
cutter homes and covenant controls.
We are eclectic, bold, and unique,
where Tuscan and Tudor sit compatibly
next to Bungalow and Brick. We are
outside and out front, walking and
running, talking to neighbors, and
cultivating our rich gardens. On a clear
summer night, we are marveling at the
rings of Saturn or a comet blazing
through the skies. In less than two
minutes, we can be sitting at a sporting
event, or learning from a distinguished
speaker at the prestigious University of
Denver campus. In seven minutes, we
can be walking into Nordstrom’s at
Cherry Creek. And in only 10 minutes,
we can be shopping at Park Meadows.
For most of us, living here is a choice,
and a privilege we can greatly
appreciate every day. This is an amazing
community with a truly unique
character. And yes, I love living in
University-Observatory Park! 

Submitted by Paula Smith

Denver University
Discontinues

Free Event Tickets
For budget reasons, DU has

discontinued giving free event tickets
to neighbors who have parking
restrictions on their blocks. The
restrictions are necessary because of
overflow parking at DU. The free
tickets (upon request) were offered
previously to residents who had to
incur the inconvenience of obtaining
parking permits. 

Submitted by Diana Helper



Thanks, Recent UPCC Dues Payers!
UPCC’s treasury depends on voluntary dues paid by University Park residents. We

couldn’t fund the Fourth of July Parade, the annual Holiday Sing, or many other
community projects without your continuing support. Thanks to the following who
submitted their voluntary dues since the last issue of UpWords. If your name is
spelled incorrectly or missing, please call Ellen VanNess-Seymour at 303-759-2488. 

Kathleen Baker and 
Peter Shand

Vivian Bardwell 
Peter and Sandra Bemski 
Laura and Bill Berger 
Julie and Mike Bock 
Greg Boecker and 

Elizabeth Temkin
The Boucs 
John Chanin and 

Sherri McCutchen
Richard and Gwen Chanzit 
Matt Chavkin and 

Theresa Pena
Keith and Nicki Dangelis 
Melinda and Arris Davis 
Denny and LuAnn Duhl 
Mary Egleston 
David Engel and 

Jennifer Newman

Scott and Becki Estes 
Mark and Merrell 

Aspin Fallon 
Lee and Arthur Feldman 
Pam Gates 
Julia Gold 
Julie and Martin Harrington 
Deborah Harrington 
Rita Henry and Dick Exley
Herbert L. Homan and

Nanette Schlessman
Phil and Debbie Homburger 
Drew and Amy Homburger 
Dave and Shawn Horvath 
Keith and Cathy Kennedy 
Bob and Kathy Lees
Amy and Jim Leonard 
Catherine Lombardo 
Bev Long 
Renden McLean 

Charles and Nancy Milligan 
Chris and Sheri Muilenburg 
John and Arlene Myles 
Dr. John and Leslie Nichols 
Kay and Peter Pryor 
Chris Renda and 

David Sprouse
Adam and Jamie Sayers 
Ann H. Sayre
Maren and Robert Scoggins 
Sabine Spiering 
John and Debbie Thom 
David Thorpe and 

Amy Erickson
Lisa Van Gilder 
Marni and Tim Welch 
Bill and Kathleen Winn 
David and Bronwyn York 

UPCC Voluntary Dues 2010
Please fill out the following form and send it with your check for UPCC dues ($20, $15 seniors) to UPCC
co-treasurers June Morgan, 2100 S. Monroe St., Denver, CO 80210 or David Seymour, at 2140 S. Clayton
Street, Denver CO, 80210. Another payment option: Use PayPal to pay your dues online by visiting
www.upcc.us/support. During the current economic downturn, the UPCC has received fewer
contributions. We encourage those who are able to increase their donations to help us
compensate for this shortfall. Thank you!

Date ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone # _________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

Amount enclosed _________________________________________________________________________________

Neighborhood interests or concerns __________________________________________________________________ 

! !

The University Park Mother’s Club is
an organization started and run by
neighborhood moms. We are almost 80
moms/dads strong and mostly
comprised of families in the
neighborhood — who have children
under the age of five. Our upcoming
fall events include:
• The All Member Picnic and Park

Clean-up on September 12, 4-6 p.m.
• Mom’s Night Out — a different

event/venue each month
• Halloween Event (for families)
• The Mom ’preneur Event on

November 6, at University Park
Elementary 
Besides our fun events, we provide

babysitting lists on our Web site, In-a-

Etters To Receive
Historic Denver Award

Longtime University Park
residents and preservation activists
Don and Carolyn Etter have been
chosen to receive Historic Denver’s
Keystone Award this year in
recognition of their lifelong efforts
on behalf of preservation. The award
will be presented at the Annual
Awards Dinner on Nov. 3 at the
Brown Palace Hotel. To purchase
tickets for the event, go to
historicdenver.org, or call 
303-534-5288. 

Perdews In
DU Art Exhibit

Former UPark residents (1950-2000),
Ruth and the late Phil Perdew, were
accepted into DU’s School of Art and
Art History Alumni Exhibition. See a
few of their pieces (pottery, painting,
jewelry) at the Shwayder Art Building,
2121 East Asbury until November 14.
Opening Reception is September 30, 
5-8 p.m. at the Myhren Gallery. Myhren
Gallery hours are 12 to 4 p.m. daily. 
If you need more information, call 
303-871-3716.

Submitted by Phyllis Ward

Landmark Designation
Continued from page 2
through city processes. 

University Park has experienced
much redevelopment over recent
years, and this house is one very
unique reminder of the varied
architectural styles that have
characterized our neighborhood
since its development in the 1880s.
Owner Shirley Kenneally deserves a
huge thank you for taking the
initiative to save her house for us
and for future generations, who will
be able to look at the structure and
say, “Wow.” 

For more photos and information on
the Holland House, Eugene Groves,
Mary Holland and the University Park
neighborhood, the application for
designation is available online at:
https://www.denvergov.org/cpd/Pres
ervation/tabid/429948/Default.aspx.

Submitted by Rosemary Stoffel

University Park Mother’s Club
Pinch meals for moms of newborns,
and we organize playgroups for
interested members. If you would like
more information or would like to join
our group, please visit our Web site at
www.uparkmoms.org.

Finally, I would like to extend a
special thanks to Jennifer Engleby for
her leadership of the group over the
past few years. She has just stepped
down as president and will be
welcoming her twins in a few months.
Also, I would like to express thanks to
all the women on the UPMC board, as
well as our volunteers, for their time
and effort. They have made the group
what it is today.

I look forward to meeting more

families in the neighborhood. Please
don’t hesitate to contact me if you have
questions. 

Submitted by Maren Scoggins


